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Article Baltimore Sun Newspaper 



 

Captain Michael R. Watson 
 
 
 
With deep sadness we have learned that our good colleague,  
President of the American Pilots’ Association Captain Michael R. Watson passed 
away on 23rd July 2015, at the age of 72. 
 
We learned to know Michael as a distinguished leader of international pilotage, 
first of all through his service as President of IMPA, The International Maritime Pilots’ Associa-
tion for 8 years, until he stepped down after completing his second term last year.   
 
Before becoming  President of IMPA, he was Vice President of our international sister association 
since 2002.  When passing away, Michael was serving President of the American Pilots’ Associa-
tion, a position he has held since 2000.  He was a Chesapeake Bay pilot for more than 45 years. 
 
Michael was a pronounced leader of international pilotage.  Few in the maritime community 
could be unaware of his views, nor of the policies of the associations that he represented so  
excellently on the international arena.  As an example, the sound message in this quote from 
one of his numerous speeches and papers will certainly prevail also in the future:  
 

 
A compulsory pilotage requirement is by far the most effective mechanism available to a 
government to protect its waters, assure the safety of its people and environment, and 
to facilitate waterborne commerce.  It is effective because it places on the bridge of a 
ship an individual whose purpose in being there is to protect the public interest.  When a 
pilot has to compete for ship assignments, particularly assignments from a shipowner or 
other entity that promotes competition, the pilot knows that his or her livelihood depends 
on acting in the interests not of the government and its people but of the person who 
controls the selection of the pilot.  When a pilot’s role is compromised in this fashion, the 
purpose of the compulsory pilotage requirement is frustrated. 
       
-Michael R. Watson, June 2007 
 

 
Michael was a great friend of European pilots.  This affection was not least demonstrated 
through his numerous visits to Europe and to EMPA’s General Meetings.  Even after stepping 
down as President of IMPA, we had the sincere pleasure of having Michael and his wife Gerald-
ine as our guests at this year’s General Meeting of EMPA in Estoril, Portugal.  Only three months 
before he passed away, he then once again contributed with his friendship and his wisdom in 
strengthening the cross-Atlantic relationship of international pilotage. 
 
 
We express our warmest sympathies and heartfelt 
condolences to Geraldine and the rest of Michael’s 
family, and to all our American colleagues. 
 

 

Stein Inge Dahn 
President of EMPA 
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  Changes in  EU Port Policy 

4th May 2015 
 
 
 

 
EUROPEAN PILOTS WARN AGAINST A  LIBERALIZATION OF PILOTAGE  

IN THE PORT SERVICES REGULATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The European Maritime Pilots' Association (EMPA), is a non-profit association with a membership of more than 
5000 marine pilots from 25 coastal states in Europe including Norway, Turkey, Georgia, Russia and Ukraine. 
 
 
On the 5th of May 2015, the Transports and Tourism (TRAN) Committee of the European Parliament should start the exami-
nation of the Port Services Regulation, presented by the European Commission on May 23rd 2013.   This proposal introduces 
the application of the "freedom of services" principle to ports services, including pilotage.  Such a reform of pilotage organi-
zations would entail a number of negative consequences, the most serious of those jeopardizing maritime safety, security 
and protection of the environment. 
 
This initiative is very surprising whereas the European Parliament prevented from the liberalization of maritime pilotage in 
2003 and 2006 and whereas pilotage services in the EU gather a very high level of satisfaction.  However, EMPA welcomes 
the Commission's initiative concerning financial transparency and considers this as an essential aspect for the development 
of European ports. 
 
EMPA is asking for exclusion of pilotage from the chapter on liberalization (chapter II) and maintaining of this service in the 
chapter on financial transparency (chapter Ill). 
 
 
 
Pilot services : Specific technical-nautical and local public services 
 
 
The pilot  works with the shipmaster to ensure the safe navigation of the ship and is directly involved in nautical decision-
making on board ships.  Pursuant to existing EU rules, pilots fulfill  an essential role in the detection of ship's deficiencies and 
other  hazards to navigation.  For these reasons, it is unacceptable  that a  pilot  would  have to act under commercial  pres-
sure.  The prime obligation of pilots is to provide a critical public safety service by ensuring the careful and free flow of all 
traffic within their pilotage area, thus protecting the environment. 
 
All over the world, coastal States consider compulsory pilotage to be a local public service1. 
Indeed, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in its resolution A.960 recommends that pilotage  should be the  
responsibility of competent national and local authorities. 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

1 Resolution n°A960, January 2004,  International  Maritime Organization. 
 

EUROPEAN MARIT IM E PILOTS'  ASSOCIAT IO N 

EMPA Position Paper Port Policy 



 

EMPA Journal September 2015          11                                                                                                                                                      
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Pilotage is a strictly regulated activity and it is widely acknowledged that such safety service cannot and should not be subject 
to  a market-driven approach and free competition logic.  Pilotage is not a  commercial enterprise, but an essential public ser-
vice.   Collisions of vessels and other accidents near or in port waters can have tremendous negative consequences for human 
life, the economy and the environment. 
 
 
It is important to highlight that in Europe, the pilots' status and tariffs are defined by public powers.  Thus in most cases,  
pilotage tariffs are proposed by local public authorities, after consultation with port's users, port authorities and sometimes 
pilots.  This public regulation is an efficient safeguard against any infringement to fair commercial practices. 
 
 
 
Better answer to growth in traffic 
 
 
The European Commission bases its proposal on the expected growth in traffic, ship dimensions and carriage of goods.   
These developments, which are indeed likely to take place, warrant additional and stricter measures to ensure the safety and 
smoothness of port traffic and certainly not liberalization measures.   Current organizational patterns have proven to be per-
fectly capable of coping with the trend towards larger ship sizes and increased port throughput. 
 
 
Ensuring a very high level of maritime safety, security and protection of the environment is even more important when  EC  
expects growth in traffic, ship dimensions and carriage of goods.  Indeed, all those factors would warrant extra and stricter 
control by pilotage services to satisfy the requirements of maritime safety and security which need to be reinforced to avoid 
the increased risks of accidents. 
 
 

EMPA regards this EU Regulation as a threat to the high level of service  
currently provided by EU maritime pilots. 

 
 
Liberalization economically inefficient 
 
 
It is a fact that among  the numerous competitive factors between the ports, the one which takes precedence is the geographi-
cal destination of goods.  Knowing that pilotage represents only 5% or 6%of the cost for maritime economic operators, the 
price of pilotage has very little effect on the choice of port used by the concerned ship owners and economic operators.   
Consequently, the measure of liberalization will have little significant impact on the current state of affairs with regard to mari-
time traffic. 
 
 
Moreover, studies carried out following the opening up to competition of pilotage services in a small number of Member 
States and in certain non-EU countries clearly show that the liberalization of pilotage does not  lead, as in other sectors, to a 
decrease in pilotage rates.  On the contrary, in certain cases, we have seen huge increases in rates: 20% in Denmark and 100% 
in Argentina.  This is explained by the disappearance of economies of scale due to the exponential increase in the investments 
required to accomplish pilotage missions in the safest possible manner. 
 
 

 
 

EUROPEAN MARIT IM E PILOTS'  ASSOCIA T I O N 

Current status and updates on changes in Europe  
are available on the website 

www.empa-pilots.eu/news/ 
www.empa-pilots.eu/our viwews/ 



ToTal Control

QPS Qastor is Electronic Chart Software 
(ECS) that enables navigation, piloting 
and precise docking, as well as sev-
eral other application such as Oil & Gas 
FPSO/SPM mooring, patrol vessel and 
tugboat operations. First introduced in 
2000, Qastor has continued to be devel-
oped and enhanced, and now includes an 
wealth of options and features specifically 
the result of extensive use in canals, ports 
and riverways around the World. Using 
wired or wireless methods, Qastor inter-
faces to most devices outputting NMEA 
data strings, to AIS units.

It’s not just mariners on vessels using QPS 
Qastor, a number of harbour masters and 
most recently fleet operation managers 
use QPS Qastor and the QPS Connect 
Server and Client for round the clock 
monitoring and alerting. QPS Qastor 
Connect Server also supplies meteorologi-
cal data, VTS targets and ENC updates to 
QPS Qastor users.

QPS Qastor Fleet Tracking and Route Management

QPS deliverS ProduCtS to  
aCQUIRE, PRoCESS, VISUalIZE, SHaRE

The solutions for your maritime geomatics data and maritime projects
Contact: sales@qps.nl or sales@qps-us.com

www.qps.nl or www.qps-us.com
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N, 590 16.274’ E, 10026.156’

EXTREME RELIABILITY - SAFE, ACCURATE, EFFICIENT

SPECIALISTS IN PRECISE GNSS NAVIGATION

•	 Totally Wireless PPU system, operational within a few minutes
•	 Independent of any ship equipment
•	 Seamlessly tracking GPS+GLONASS (17-20 satellites in view)
•	 1-2 cm Positioning of Bow and Stern
•	 0.02 kn speed control of Bow and Stern

The Most Accurate Portable Pilot Unit

Since 2005, AD Navigation has been supplying PPU systems to demanding pilots worldwide. The new  
State-of-the-art ADX XR technology is the perfect PPU tool for the pilot that wants to be 100% independent 
of the ship instruments and crew. Unmatched performance makes ideal for applications such as: 
 
Maneuvering	in	confined	waters	-	Docking	-	Lock/Dock	approach	-	Rig	Move	-	Ship	to	Ship	Docking

w w w . a d n a v . c o m

A SAAB Defence and Security Company

AD Navigation AS 
Reservatveien 8, N-3118 Tønsberg, Norway 

Tel: +47 69 25 33 00  info@adnav.com

ADX XR
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Maritime training at the 
Antwerp Maritime Academy www.hzs.be
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1/4 PAGE  HZS Safety SaveS liveS
• New lifejackets integration of Solas aiS-PlB
• Dry-, floatation suit
• Harbour Pilot Jacket

VAN LEEUWENHOEKSTRAAT 7 (BU3)
2693 BA ‘S-GRAVENZANDE
POSTBUS 29
3150 AA HOEK VAN HOLLAND

T +31 174-440351
F +31 84-2274102

WWW.MARITECH.NL
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       Beroepsvereniging van Loodsen vzw 

                        Association of Flemish   

                       River– and Canal Pilots 

 

Italiëlei 74                                                  tel : 32 3 233 32 78 

B-2000 Antwerpen                                fax : 32 3 233 32 77 

Belgium                                                        bvlvzw@scarlet.be                                               

                                                                           www.bvloodsen.be 

 

By Don Cockrill Chairman UKMPA



 

 



  



 



 

Great Belt Bridge southbound passage 
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Specialised ship handling training for pilots,  
masters and senior officers
Warsash Maritime Academy’s Ship Handling Centre provides world-class training using a variety of accurately 
scaled ship models on a purpose-built 10-acre lake.

The Ship Handling Centre is the only one of its kind in the UK, and one of a very small number worldwide.

· Focus of training is around the demonstration of slow speed control
· Complex and potentially hazardous manoeuvres practised in a scaled environment
· Cost-effective training to enhance competence and refresh skills
· Training principles are contained within IMO resolution for pilots
· Extensive fleet of nine models representing 13 vessel types, including a 1:25 scale container ship
· A comprehensive range of ship handling training courses for all levels

Find out more at:
www.warsashacademy.co.uk

To book, contact us:
E: wma.training@solent.ac.uk    T: +44 (0)23 8201 5004



Web: www.seasafe.co.uk  
Email: factory@seasafe.co.uk

The coat that becomes a lifejacket
in less than 5 seconds!

• Featuring an integrated 170N lifejacket
• 100% waterproof, breathable fabrics with colour options
• Embroidered logos & crests
• Extensive options list
• Build-a coat (to your requirements) on our website
• CE Approved

SeaSafe Systems Ltd., Mariners House, Mariners Way, Somerton Business Park, Newport Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO31 8PB, UK
Telephone: +44 (0)1983 282388    Email: factory@seasafe.co.uk     Web: www.seasafe.co.uk

Lifesaving Equipment has moved on...

Combination Coat & Lifejacket
first choice for professional mariners worldwide

but the water is still deadly!
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Two of the five components of Safety culture                                                                                   
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+45 86912255  I  mail@marimatech.com  I  www.marimatech.com

Piloting with one touch

• Professional pilot tool 
• Designed by Pilots for Pilots 
• Incredibly lightweight & accurate 
• The most simple, clear and reliable software 
• Digital Master/Pilot exchange form 
• Total integration with onshore services 

SafePilot

World leader in Approach and Mooring solutions
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Our range of pilot crafts
designed by and for pilots

S.B.Y.
183 chemin du Réservoir - 13600 La Ciotat - France

Emmanuel De Garam : +33 (0)6 21 25 53 96
s.b.y@wanadoo.fr - www.pilot-craft.com

Architecte: www.vaton-design.com

PI lot  craft  concept

PILOT-32' PILOT-40' PILOT-45'

PILOT-322' PILOT-40' PILOT-62'

En service

En service

En service

En service

En service

A l’étude
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By Don Cockrill



 



Phone +64 9 915 5330

sales@navicomdynamics.com

Reliable, Safe, Precise and Efficient Every Time

Navicom Dynamics 

Market Leaders in Portable Pilot Units

www.navicomdynamics.com

Other products from Navicom Dynamics:

HarbourPilot Exceptional accuracy and fully independent of ships systems. Supports all piloting   
 operations - anywhere.

ChannelPilot  Small, lightweight and cost effective. Ideal for navigating narrow channels and some   
 restricted manoeuvres.

ShuttlePilot  For relative positioning operations and buoy moorings in the offshore industry, especially  
 shuttle tanker movements to FPSO. Options include: ESD, hawser and riser monitoring.

GyroPilot 
A small, lightweight, rugged and cost effective 
PPU with auto pin configuration. 

Wirelessly retransmits AIS data, smooths  
heading and adds ROT.  When AIS fails, it can 
supply position and COG for emergency usage. 
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SUPPLIER OF 
INFLATABLE JACKETS, 

IMMERSION SUITS 
AND FLOATATION SUITS

www.mullion-pfd.com



 



 



  



Port revel ShiPhandling

3500, route de Revel
38870 Saint-pierre de bressieux

FRANCE

Tel. +33 (0) 474 20 02 40
Fax +33 (0) 474 20 12 29

port.revel@arteliagroup.com www.arteliagroup.com

www.portrevel.com
Check our web site…

Training on manned models

• our highly motivated instructors: former maritime pilots

• our fleet of eleven 1:25 model ships representing 
 20 different vessels of 40 000 to 400 000 dwt

• our 4 tractor tugs with Voith Schneider, Z-peller and Carrousel

• our 5-hectare lake with wave, wind and current generators,
    little interference from wind, and a variety of berths, an SpM,       
 a canal, channels and extensive shallow water areas enabling       
 all types of manoeuvres

• our dgPS ship tracking system for manoeuvre debriefings

Since 1967, 
we had over 6 500 

masters and pilots, 
mainly from USA, 

Canada, Australia, 
brazil and Europe. 
Many of them now 

coming for the second 
time (and more)

in their career.

C
ré

d
it

 p
h

o
to

s 
: 
A

rt
e
li
a
, 

Sc
h

e
n

k
, 

M
ic

h
e
l 
V

ir
io

t,
 D

IR
E 

l’
e
n

tr
e
p

ri
se

 

pub_port_revel_A4_10_2014_EN.indd   1 02/10/2014   17:19:24



>  Fresh Produce Stevedoring & Storage Specialists at Dover

>  Pool of Experienced Trinity House Licensed Deep Sea Pilots

>  Port Agency - Dover, Ram
sgate, Harwich, Tham

es & M
edway

>  Stores & Personnel Transfer by Launch or Tug in the Dover Strait

>  Cargo Forwarding & Transport Logistics

Dover Cargo Term
inal

South Jetty
Eastern Docks

DOVER
Kent CT16 1JA

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 1304 201201
Fax: +44 (0) 1304 240374

Em
ail: m

arine@
georgeham

m
ond.com




